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Smallwood Celebrate Autism Awareness Month 
 

Smallwood celebrated and brought awareness to Autism throughout the month of April! Mrs. 
Syruws and Roary were featured on the morning announcements to discuss some of the 
characteristics of Autism. Students, faculty and even Roary wore blue on Fridays to show 
awareness. The sale of the Autism pins was a huge success! The students sold 200 pins to their 
peers and teachers. Not only did this gather the school together to bring awareness to Autism, it 
also gave the students in the special education classes an opportunity to interact with peers and be 
a part of a service learning project that will help provide educational tools for their classrooms. Mr. 
Beck, Mrs. Gemza, Mrs. Cooper, and Mrs. Ganzenmuller provided lessons in several classrooms to 
bring knowledge, awareness, and acceptance for both Down Syndrome and Autism 

 

1 



 

Smallwood’s Heart 
Challenge    
On Monday, March 11th, Robyn 
Swan, our local Youth Market 
Director for the American Heart 
Association, visited Smallwood 
Drive Elementary School to 
kick-off our annual Heart 
Challenge Program. Mrs. Swan 
reminded the students that 
keeping their bodies active is key 
to staying healthy. Through the 
Kids Heart Challenge, we learned 
different ways to keep our hearts 
active, how our hearts work, and 
and also raised money to help 
children with special hearts. 
Students at Smallwood look 
forward to this event each year 
as it is an opportunity to have 
fun, learn how to stay healthy, 
and make a difference in the lives 
of others! This year our students 
raised $6,433. Way to go 
Smallwood! 
 

 

Success for Our Sing Off! 
The Smallwood Annual Sing Off! took place 
March 1st. Families poured into the 
auditorium to see our students and faculty 
perform. A big thank you to all of the faculty 
and staff that supported the event. Our 
friend, Roary, even found his way into Mr. 
Lewis’ car and they sang a carpool karaoke 
rendition of “Shallow.” All enjoyed the ice 
cream social afterwards. It was a stellar 
Smallwood event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 3 Goes Ice Skating 
The Smallwood Physical Education Department took the Third 
Grade students to the Northtown Center at Amherst for an ice 
skating lesson on Friday, March 1st. Ice skating is a lifetime 
recreational activity with many physical benefits which can be 
enjoyed by people of all ages. This half day ice skating activity 
supplemented 
our district’s 
Physical 
Education 
Winter 
Curriculum and 
was no cost to 
our students 
thanks to our 
very supportive 
PTA. 
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Classes Enjoy “Get Air”  
Mrs. Neira, Mr. Beck, and Mrs. 
Ganzenmuller took their classes 
to Get Air trampoline park. Get 
Air provided an opportunity for 
the students to improve 
coordination as well as exercise! 
These classes immerse in 
community field trips every six 
weeks to develop socialization 
skills in community settings. The 
students interacted with 
employees by paying, ordering, 
and asking questions. These field 
trips also provide hands-on 
learning, new experiences, 
opportunities to generalize social 
skills in different settings, as well 
as foster independence. 

 

Welcome Kindergarten 
Families 
On Wednesday, April 3rd, 
Smallwood was excited to 
welcome our new Kindergarten 
families to Kindergarten Parent 
Orientation.  The night began 
with a presentation in the 
auditorium.  Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Crozier, and the Kindergarten 
team shared all the magical 
experiences for their children 
next year and then our PTA 
guided tours of our wonderful 
school for the full experience of 
what makes Smallwood Drive 
School great! 

Smallwood Performs at District Band Festival 
The 5th grade band, under the direction of Mrs. Angela Antersol, 
represented Smallwood at 
the annual District Band 
Festival on Tuesday, March 
12th.  The concert was held 
at Amherst Middle School. 
The Windermere 5th Grade 
band, both middle school 
bands, and the Amherst High 
School wind ensemble also 
performed giving the 
audience a unique 
perspective on the musical growth that takes place over the years 
of instruction here at Amherst. Smallwood students performed 
three selections: Siyahamba (We Are Marching), a traditional 
South African tune arranged by Douglas Wagner; The Tenth Planet
by Michael Story and Prime by Mekel Rogers. At the conclusion of 
the concert, all of the students from grades 5-12 performed 
together on an arrangement of "I'm  A Believer." 
 
District Orchestra Festival Entertains SDS Families 
On Wednesday, March 13th, 51 Orchestra students from 
Smallwood and Windermere 
did an outstanding job 
representing their schools at 
our District Orchestra Festival. 
This annual performance is 
held at Amherst Middle School 
and involves all of our district’s 
Orchestra students in grades 
5-12. Each year, the 5th Grade 
Orchestra students from 
Smallwood and Windermere 
come together to make music 
that they learned on their own, 
rehearsed as two separate ensembles, and performed as one 
united Orchestra for their families and friends. The evening was 
representative not only of Amherst’s exceptional Music program, 
but also of music’s ability to bring students together to celebrate 
music across our school community.  
BRAVO, 5th Grade Orchestra! 
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Cooking with the Buffalo 
Sabres  
In collaboration with our Wellness 
Curriculum and Mrs. Higgins, our 
class was invited to the Keybank 
Center to work with the chefs of 
the Buffalo Sabres. After meeting 
with the team nutritionist and 
learning about the importance of 
healthy food choices, we 
participated in hands-on activities 
with the three team chefs and 
created some snacks and mini 
meals that had specific 
ingredients to help with improving 
performance on and off the ice. 
All of the students were provided 
with a healthy recipe book to try 
at home and advice on the kinds 
of foods they should be eating to 
prepare their minds and bodies 
for maximum learning and 
performance. Many of the 
students have already tried some 
of the recipes at home with their 
families.  
 

 

 

We Are Heart Smart 
On March 22nd, medical 
students from the University of 
Buffalo School of Medicine 
conducted an American Heart 
Association sponsored 
program entitled “Heart Smart” 
to our fourth graders.  This 
program aims to teach children 
about how to develop a healthy 
lifestyle and the consequences 
of obesity. The medical 
students shared that it is 
important to teach children at a 
young age what they can do 
for their health and how then 
can affect their futures by 
making a few simple choices 
each day to live a “Heart 
Smart” life. In Wellness Class, 
the fourth graders are currently learning all about the heart, how it 
works, and how to keep it healthy. The medical students set-up 
four stations that showed the various aspects of the heart and what 
leads to a healthy heart. Students were able to see and touch to 
experience the difference between a healthy and unhealthy human 
heart as well as healthy and unhealthy lungs. 
 
Smallwood PTA Annual Pancake Breakfast & Art 
Show 
On Saturday, April 6th, the 
Smallwood family 
community enjoyed 
delicious pancakes, 
sausages, fruit, juice, and 
coffee while strolling our 
hallways to view and 
celebrate students’ 
creative work! Our 
teachers and staff danced and sang for us while serving us, too! 
We are so grateful for everyone’s efforts to make this another 
Smallwood success! 
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Picking Up the Tab for 
Kids! 

 
Students in Mrs. Pupo’s 
Kindergarten Class are using 
their persuasive writing skills to 
encourage the Smallwood 
Community to collect pop tabs to 
support our local Ronald 
McDonald House.  Students 
introduced the project at the 
annual Smallwood Sing Off with 
the song “Kindness is a Muscle.” 
Afterwards, students created 
individual persuasive writing 
pieces to support their 
community project. Currently, 
students are increasing their 
number sense by counting and 
keeping track of the incoming 
pop tab collection. This week we 
celebrated counting 60,000 pop 
tabs to date. This will be an 
ongoing project for the remainder 
of the year. The students in Mrs. 
Pupo’s Kindergarten would like to 
thank students and family 
members for their support with 
this project.  
 
 

West Africa Rocks Community Time 
As a part of our Community Time initiative, the Kindergarten and 
First Grade students were treated to a performance by the Dance 
and Drum Performance Company from the African American 
Cultural Center (AACC) of Buffalo on Friday, April 5th.  Our young 
students have been studying folklore from around the world in 
Community Time this year, learning songs, dances, stories, and 
artwork from all over the globe.  The AACC's Dance and Drum 
performance was our culminating event for our primary Community 
Time sessions, featuring a four-person drumming ensemble, and 
several youth and adult dancers who demonstrated all sorts of 
songs from West Africa. The performance began with the song 
"Fanga Alafia," a call and response song meaning "Welcome, 
Peace."  Students then heard and saw group dances and solo 
performances from the troupe, learned about the various 
percussion instruments that were played, and asked questions 
about the traditional dress that the performers were wearing. The 
Dance and Drum Performance Company gave our students a 
unique perspective about music and dance from other areas in our 
world. 
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Upcoming Events 
Spring Recess - April 19-29, 
2019 
 
Grade 5 visit to Amherst Middle 
School May 7 
 
Fun Run Pep Rally/Worldwide 
ACES Day May 8 
 
Theater of Youth Field Trip - 
Cinelli, Evarts, Zobel 
 
Theater of Youth Field Trip - 2nd 
Grade 
 
Grade 5 Spring Concert - May 15 
 
Grade 5 Field Day at Amherst 
High School  
 
Kindergarten Screening May 21 
 
Grade 4 Concert - May 22 
 
PTA Fun Run - May 23 
 
Grade 5 Junior Achievement 
 
Memorial Day Holiday - No 
School May 24 and 27 
 

Staff Recognition 
Mrs.  Lotempio recognized as a “Rock 
Star” Recipient 
Every month, our Smallwood teachers 
nominate a colleague who goes above 
and beyond for the students at 
Smallwood in an exemplary manner. This 
month we honored Mrs. Lotempio, for her 
leadership in supporting our students to 
develop a love for the Arts, for her 
kindness to both children and adults and 
for her efforts with this year's very 
successful art show! 
 
PAWS T-Shirt Day- 1st Thursday of 
Every Month! 

 

Published by Principal Daniel Lewis,  Assistant Principal Richard Crozier and Administrative Intern Camille Pontrello, PhD 
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